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Sun-God; ICuvera, the god of wealth, and Sarasvati, the goddess of
learning.

In order to complete the sketch of Brahmanical religion in
Champa we must briefly allude to certain general conceptions.

In the first place, the abstract conception of a surpreme'God
was not altogether superseded by the images of Siva, Vishnu etc.
We find reference to Him in an Inscription. He is referred to as
the Creator whose ways are incomprehensible to men.

Secondly, emphasis is laid upon the performance of sacrifices.
Merits of sacrifices are extolled again and again.

The pessimistic cuirent of Indian thought seems to have made
a deep impression upon the Chams. Again and again we read in
the inscriptions how the kings and nobles, recognising the un-
substantial nature of wealth and* wordly gain and thinking that this
body is as impermanent as the foam floating on waters, performed
"meritorious works," to atone for all evil deeds as well as for the
sake of salvation, or, as is often expressed in a more concrete form,
for gaining the heaven of Siva.

5.   BUDDHISM

Buddha is known by various names such as Jina, Lokanatha,
Loke^vara, Sugata, Sakyamuni, Apaitabha, Vajrapani, Vairochana
and Pramuditalokesvara. That Buddhism had a fairly strong hold
on the people of Champa is evidenced by the fact that a victorious
Chinese general carried away 1350 Buddhist works from Champa
in 605 A.D.

Buddhism seems to have obtained a great deal of royal favour,
and statues and temples of Buddha were erected by-kings and people
alike. There was also a powerful community of Buddhist monks
and we hear of erection of monasteries in different parts of the
kingdom.

King Sri Jaya Indravarman, also known as Lakshmmdra
GramasvamI, installed an image of Lokesvara called after him
LakshMindra-Lokesvara, in 875 A.D. He also founded a monastery
f&f the perpetual enjoyment of the Bhikshu-samgha or the
community of monks, and placed therein all the necessaries of life.

Dong Duong appears to have been an important stronghold of
Buddhism. The excavations at that place have unearthed the
of a Buddhist temple, far greater in dimensions than the
Brateiaiilcal temple in Champa. Several images of Buddha
also been discovered amid the ruins. An Jmage of Buddha
Dong D^>ng is nearly 5 ft. in height." A fine standing

